To the Editor:
The recent paper by Sorensen (1) prompts us to draw attention to our previous Letter (2), which pointed out that, to prevent precipitation of biliary phosphatase in our wheat-germ lectin precipitation method for alkaline phosphatase (ALP, EC 3.1.3.1) (3), we preincubated plasma samples with an aqueous solution of Triton X-100 surfactant of concentration 200 g/L, not 20 g/L, added in the proportion 5 L of Triton X-100 to 50 pL of plasma to yield a pre-incubation concentration of Triton X-100 of 18 g/L. The lower Triton X-100 concentration is inadequate to fully prevent biliary ALP precipitation ( Figure 1 ).
As further indicated
in our Letter, the inconvenience of the pre-incubation step may be avoided by including Triton X-100 in the precipitation reagent. We use a concentration of 40 g/L so that, when it is mixed with an equal volume of plasma, the final concentration of Triton X-100 in the incubation mixture is 20 g/L. 
Modified Method of Analysis for Metadrenallne In Urine

To the Editor:
We describe here some modifications to a previously reported method for determination of metadrenaline in human urine. The method of Yates and Weinkove (1) is a useful addition to the routine laboratory repertoire for investigating pheochromocytoma.
However, in our experience, the measured absorbances are frequently very low, which can adversely affect precision. The main prerequisite for reproducible resuIts is the addition, in slurry form, of a constant quantity (5 mL) of CG 50 resin (Sigma Chemical Co., Poole, Dorset, U.K.). This is difficult to achieve in practice, and resin volumes may vary from 3 to 5 mL between samples, with consequent variable diminution of the final absorbance.
We have attempted to improve the precision of resin volume by drying the resin after activation (2) and adding it in powder form (2.5 g per tube, equivalent to 5 mL of slurry). This reduces considerably the between-tube variation in resin content, and thereby provides a constant number of binding sites in each tube. Further, we have increased the reaction times for both the initial resin binding and final ammomacal wash from 20 to 30 mm, and use three wash cycles rather than one. In our hands, this yields final absorbances two or more times greater than those attainable by the published method.
Analytical recovery of metadrenaline in this modified method was between 80% and 102% for concentrations between 1 and 20 tmoIJL. Within-batch CVs were 9% at 5.3 mol/L and 4% at 13 .imol/L (n = 10). Between-batch CV was 14% at 2.8 anol/ L (n = 8). A 95% reference interval of 1.5-7.5 .tmo1J24 h was established by assaying 24-h urine collections from 12 healthy volunteers.
We recommend the use of these three simple modifications, which in our experience noticeably improve the magnitude and precision of the final absorbance.
